4 


\ 4 


— 


. 


DISPE 


Diſpenſar 


*, 95 % An 
4 «+ * 5 A 4 F 
Ws % wh D | | | | 
* rt. ; | | 
\ ON 5 . 1 , : * 


} 


i 


„ VINDICATED, &. 


z reſtleſs endeavours of ſome Self. intereſted 
deſigning Men to overthrow the Diſpenſaries, 

and to diſgrace both in Publick, and Private, 

the particular Members of em, have extorted this 
ſhort, but neceſſary Account of the Riſe and Proſecu- 


tion of that Den; that the World may have at once 
a diſtin& tho contracted View of the Juſlice and Pub. 
lick Uſe of it, and of the Diſengenuity, Malice, and foul 


Practices of its Enemies. — 


* The helpleſs Condition of the Sick Poor Firſt pro- 


duc'd this. unanimous Vote, at a general Meeting of 
the College of Phyſicians : That. a# their Members ſhould 
give their Advice. gratis to their Sick Neighbouring Poor, 
when deſir'd, within theCity of London and Seven Miles round. 


This Vote was communicated to the Lord Mayor, and 
Court of Aldermen, by whom a Committee was appointed 


to aſſiſt towards the making this Deſign as generally 
uſeful and practicable, as they cou'd. BDAY: 
The concurrence of the Apor hecarijes was thought 


"= 


abſolutely neceſſary to compleat this Charity, that the 


Phyſian's kindneſs might nor be render'd ineffeQtual by 
the inſupportable Charge of the Medicines. But the 
Apothecaries peremptorily refuſing to ſubmit to any 
limitation of Gain, tho' of their own appointment, 
and in the caſe of the Per only, the intended Charity 
was for that time defeated. 5 | 
Hereupon a Propoſal was made by the City Commit- 


tee that the (ollege ſhould furniſh the Med'cines for 


the Poor, and perfect alone that Charity which the 
Apoth+caries refus'd to concurrin. This Propoſal gave 
Birth to the Diſpcnſaries, which were rais'd upon the 
voluntary Contributions of divers Charitably diſpo- 
ſed Members of the College towards a Joint Stock, 


for the preparing and delivering Medicines to the 


Poor at Rates near the Inti infic Value. | 

The Aporhecaries theteforè have no reaſon to com- 
plain, and calumniate the Phy/ijans of the Diſpenſa- 
ries, as if they had eredted theſe Offices only ro-ruine 
their Trade and Buſineſs. For the Phy/icians (hat- 
ever provocations they had to the contrary ) were 
ſufficiently tender of the Apothecaries ſuppos'd Pro- 
perty, when they offer'd the managment of their Cha- 
rity to em upon any reaſonable Terms, which them. 
ſelves ſhou'd appoint, provided they were but al- 
certain'd. They were willing to reconcile 'em toa- 
charitable deſign by allowing em ſome Profit, and 
might with uſtice expect, that it ſhou'd be moderate, 
which was to be made out of the Calamities and di- 


ſtreſs of the mean and moſt utceſſttous of the People, 


and out of Preſcriprions for' which the Preſcribers 
themſelves. were contented to take nothing. If their 
Refuſal-has drawn after it any ill Conſequences, then 
unforeſeen to em, they may have juſt reaſon .to'con- 
demn and repent their obſbinacy, but none to quar- 


rel with the Phy/icians for taking other Meaſures to 
' ſupport their Charity themſelves, when the po: heca- 


ries had deſerted em. 

But tho' the Aporh cari-s rejeRted this Offer with ſcorn, 
yet they reſented it ſo 1. that the ie auν¹ã ſhou'd 
undertake and accompliſh what they had refus'd, that 
they have ever ſince tteate the promoters of theſe 
Diſperſaries. as profels'd Fnemies; ſo inconſiſtent is 
Charity with the Friendſhip of the Aporhrcaries, 

The Diſpenſar) was founded on a bottom too firm, 


and too meritorious to be haken by any Dire& Op - 


pofition ; and therefore, twasreſolv'd to weaken, and 
(as they ar firſt made their Boaſts ) to break it, by 
withdrawing as many of the Phy/icrans, as they 
coud, from the ſupport of it. This they attempred 
by promiſing their. Aſſiſtance and · Recommendation, 
to ſuch Phy/ic:ans as ſhould oppoſe or deſert it; and in 
their Favour to 1 in Buſineſs and Intereſt all 
thoſe that adher'd firmly to it. To this end all their 
gines were- ſet to work to batter the Repuration of 
the Diſpenſa»y. Phyſici ant. They were in general repre- 
ented as Men of no Buſin- /e, Fortune, Lea ning, Skill, or 
Merit, and CharaQeriz'd in particular, as Super annated 
Dotards, I. rs, Madmen, ore Dlockheads, Bu foons or 
Novices, To back theſe Characters twas their Buſineſs 
to forge ſcandalous Stories of the ſeveral Diſpenſary 
Phyſicians, which were brought to the Club at the Crown 
Tavern behind the Exchange, their common Receptacle 
of Slander, to be lick'd into. Shape, and ſſampt, be- 
fore they were to be handed about for current, and 
to be whiſper'd tenderly as what they were conceru'd 
to hear, or deliver'd careleſly by way of Chat, as com- 
mon News. Theſe things they hyped wou'd ſeldom 
come to the Ears of the Perſons immediately affected 
by 'em; or if they did, chat it wou'd be very difficult 
to trace em back to their Authors, and impoſſible for 
ad been aſpers' d. CE | 
On the other hand the Conditions of the Aperhecaries 
avour were eaſy : Railing at i Dijpenſory, Fuſtf) ins 
the Apathecarics, and Writing lung Pills was all that was 
required, They cou'd not expect great Fame and Bu- 
ſineſs upon eaſier Terms, and therefore divers had not 
the Conſcience to hold out. This made em a Party - 
mong the #Lyſi:ians, who the ught thoſe Foo's, that made 
a ſcrupſ e of purchaſing the aporhb-carit?s fu u, at their 
Patients expence, Who tho'e ae, n Budy may ei l(ily guels, 
by obſerving with what different AteQions the Apo- 
thccaries ſpeak on the one hand of B -, Gas, H—w, 
Cle, &c. on the other liand of A'—{—», Br», 11! 
H=—ſo, B-—1, 6“, — , G—+, &c. The compa- 
rative Merits of which Men wou'd make a very diffe- 
rent Figure from rhit, which she Aporhecaries give 
'em, were it any part of the preſcne delign to make a 
particular enquiry into em. | | 
But tho' the particular Phy/tc/ans engay'd in the ſup- 
port of the D/{p- »/ar; may by thete'bale Arts of their, 
Alverſaries ſuffer ſomething in their private Intereſts; 
the Publick is nevertheleſs nee by it. For by the: 
Apothecaries refuſal, the Poor reap this Advantage, that 
et the Diſpesſati-s even that moderate Protir, which 
mult have been allow'd ta an 4poth.car', is abated, the 
Subſcribers aiming at no private Gain, and allowing no 
more Profit, than may lerve to defray” the nectifary - 
Expences, and keep the Stock entire. | | 
But what is infinite'y more valuable, and upon the 
ſcore uf which the Sub{cribers can't deny any of their 


2 to vindicate themſelves every Where, where they 


Patients the liberty of ſending their Bills ro the D/ 
" Pmſarics, they are ſure of having there the he Med'cines, 


and that their Bills ſhall be ru“) and faithfully made 
up; which in this general Corruption and Sophiſtication of 
the Shop Med'"cines, and the inſufferable liberty, now 
commonly taken by the Apothecaries, of ſubſtituting one 
thing for another, is a Conſideration, that nearly con- 


derns the Lives of the People. 


This Article is of ſuch conſequence to thoſe, whoſe 
| pbentiful- 


* 


Arch 
MiONns 


(x) 


plentiful CircumMances make the exactions of the Apo- 


rhecarics a light grievance, that, if they knew the com- 


mon Praftice of the Shops in Adulterating Med'cines, and 


- tins from the Preſcriptions which are ſent to be 
— by 'em, they wou'd not think themſelves ſafe 
in the ordinary method of taking Phyſick from thence. 

There are two things objected againſt the Diſpenſaries: 


One by the Adverſaries of dem, and ſuch as are ſe- 


duc'd by em; the other by the People, upon a wrong 
notion of Thrift, which ſhall be anſwer'd diſtinctly. 
The firſt is, that under the pretence of treating the Peo- 
ple kindly in the price of their Med'cines, the Diſpenſaries 
exact as much as the Apothecaries, and mean only to 
draw away that Profit from dem, and get it thamſelves.. 
To anſwer this Objection with ſome certainty of 
Fact, I took the pains to examine ſcrupulouſly the 
Accounts of the Diſpcnſary at the Collige for ſome 
Months backwards, and found, that for Six Hundred 
Pounds receiv'd above a Hundred Thouſand Doſes of Phy» 
ſick had been diſpensd from thence to the Sick of all 
Conditions in Med'cines of all the ſeveral forms and 
enominations, as Aporemt, Julaps, Dranghts, Linclus s, 
Electuaries, Bolus 8, Powders,Pills, Drops, &c. which one with 
another amounted to ſomething under three Half Pence 
a Doſe. Theſe, with the additional Epithets of PeForal, 
Cordial, Hypnotic, ExpeFtorating, Corroborating, Al t: har 
mac, Bezaartich, &c. wou'd be charg'd at 124. per | oſe 
one with another, in the moſt modeſt Apothecary's Bili 
in Town, and wou'd that way amount to five Thouſand 
Pownd, and as moſt of em charge, to twice as much. 
I ſhall leave the Obje&ors to compute how long fifty 
Subſcribers may be in railing Eſtates out of theſe Pro- 
fits ; and the Readers to calculate the Difference be- 
tween theirs and the Apothecarien Gains.} | 
Beſides, if this Obje&ion were true, it might be good 
againſt the management of the Diſpenſaries, not againſt 
the Diſpcnſaries themſelves, which are thereby confeſs'd 
to be uſeful, when rightly manag'd. But it is ſcanda- 
Tous in the Mouth of a Member of 3 of Phyſici- 
ans, who is bound in Duty, as far as in him lies, to 
correct all ſuch Abuſes as he ſhall know in the exerciſe 


of his Faculty, and therefore ought by coming into the 


Subſcription to contribute his Endeavourto rectify thoſe 
Abuſes, and to introduce a more honeſt and upright 
anagement. But when a Phyſician rails at the Di/- 


penſary, We may be aſſur'd, that tis the Succeſs, not 


the ill Condutt of it, that offends him ; and that he is 
angry with it for diſcovering a Cheat, which he is en- 
gag d to ſupport, not for joining in it. For if the Ob- 
= ion be true, tis in his Power to corre it, and he's 
nothoneſt if he does it not; if it be falſe, he deſerves a 
harder cenſure for reporting it. For heat leaſt ought to 
have held his Tongue, till he had been better inform'd,if 


he knew not other wiſe before. But this Dilemma rea- 


ches ſuch Obje&ors only as ate, ox may be Members 
of the Colige of Phyſicians, and may have a Share in the 
management of this deſign, when they pleaſe. 

The other Objection is, that they who uſe the Diſpen- 
ſary, when gver they have a mind to take a little Venice 
Treacle, 47 Purge, or any other //ight Doſe, as « 
cuſtomary in [ight Indiſpoſitions, or by way of Precaution, 
muſt give a Phyſician à Fee, tho' they know as well a> he 
what ts proper for thimſelves, only becauſe they can't have 
the Phyſick without a Bill under 4 or's Hand, which 
they think to be a * þ- * 

"Bur this is a Mi ke. For no Diſpenſary Phyſician 
will refuſe to give his Hand Grat in ſuch Caſes to 
thoſe, who uſe his Advice when it is neceſſary. And 
for thoſe that uſe no Phyſician at any time in their Fa- 
milies, tis to be preſum'd that their Quality is not 
ſuch, as ſhou'd put 'em above coming to the Diſpenſa- 
ries at the times of ſitting, where they may have pro- 
per Advice Grau. As for thoſe, that do not think 


fit to take either of theſe Courſes, but run to the Shops 
for a Penny wert/» of Verice Irtacle, or tWo Peu worth of 
Jalap, as they think fir, they muſt have recourſe to the 
Apathecaries ſtill, For the Phyſicians do not allow their 
ſs to countenance a Prattice of fo dangerous 

onſequence, and by felling of 'em to ſeem to autho- 
rize the taking of Med'cines, which they do not ad- 


vile, and ſo become Inſtruments of the miſchiefs that 


may enlue. | 
As for thoſe, who with intention of Thrift take the 
middle Courſe, and are advisd by rhe porhecaries to 
ſave the Fes of a Pei, they ate the molt miſtaken 
People alive. +or they run into extravagance out of 
pure good Husbandry, and give the Apothccaties an op- 
portunity to put em to thrice the charge by wmeceſ a- 
ry Med'cines, that wou'd have procur'd em the atten- 
dance of a good PH an, and all wicfary Med'cine. 
This will be ſelf-evident to thoſe who will take the 


\ Pains to examine their Aporhecaries Chriſtmaſi Bills, and 


deduQing Fifteen »hillings in the Pound (which is a 
very low computation of their advance above the D:j- 
penjary price) fiom, the Sum total, they will find 
what they might have ſpar'd towards the Fees ot a 
Phyſician when neceflary, without the extraordina- 
ty expence of a m. Suppole the B. to be twelwe 
Pounds, thete are then nine Pounds to be deducted, which I 
is 1 Fees for their 2Ly/ic/an, it lo many ſhou'd be 
neceſſary ina Year. Belides that an honett Phiſici an 
would not, it may be, have pretcribed a third part 
of che Phiſck which the Aporh car pur upon them. 
And there are few Families of any Account or 
Subſtance in this Town, where their Apothecarres 
Bills run' fo low communibus 214915 as 12 l. and their 
Phyſicians Fees to high as ninc. So that allowing the 
Apothecarie to deſerve a conſideration extraordinary 
for his care and attendance, thote that employ him 
might with leſs charge and much more eale and ſafety 
reward him as a Phy jician with cs, than ſuffer him 
to cram em with abundance of fc Phyſick (which 
is often dangerous, always nauſeous) only that he may 
after a leſs invidious manner conlider himielf more 
liberally in his B14. Thus the middle People, whoare 
moſt ſolicitous to avoid charge, pay more for tlie Ad- 
vice of an Apothecary, then they might have had a good 
Phyſician's for, to whom they are forc'd at laſt to fl 
in caſes of Extremity, when perhaps tis too late. 
T heſe things may deſerve the co/ideration of the Peo- 
ple, and the Anſwer of the Apothecarics, if they are able 


to make a good and a true one; by which they will do 


themſelves more Juſtice and Honour, than by their 
preſent method of private and malicious Slander which 
has produc'd this publick Animadverſion, and may o- 
thers more particular and ſevere, that the World may 
be arm'd againſt their Scandal, and know upon what 
Account, and by whom it is propagated,unleſs they ſhall 
deſiſt from that diſhoneſt Pradice for the ſuture. 


A Liſt of the Names of the Subſcribers to the 
Diſpenſaries. | | 


Sir Tho. Millington. Dr. Charlton, Dr. Collins, 
Dr. Burwell, Dr. Brawn, Dr. Torleſs, Dr. Hulſe, Ds, 
Morris, Dr. Fow ke. Dr. Goodall, Dr. Alvey, Dr. Bate- 
man, Dr. Gill, Dr. Harris, Dr. Mills, Dr. Dawes, Dr. 
Briggs, Dr. Cox, Dr. Gibſon, Dr. Richd. Robinfon, Or 
Pitt, Sir Edmend King, Sir Theod. Colladon, Dr. Liſter, 
Dr, Harrel, Dr. Gray, Dr. le Feure, Dr. Hutton, Dy, 


Sloan, Dr. Hawys, Dr. Garth, Dr. Nicholas, Dr. Gay- 


R Wolaſton, Dr. Rich. Mort on, D/. Wright, 


Dr. Drake, Dr. Woodward, Dr. Norris, D/, Colbrook, 


Dr. Harvey, D-. Branthwait, Dr. Ch. Morton, Or. Hunt. 


Dr. Morelli, Dr. Horſeman. Dr. Cockburn, Dr. Silve- 
ſter, Dr. Short, Dy. Hamilton. | 
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